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 1 

THE CITY OF CRANSTON 2 

_______________ 3 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 4 

IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 17 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CRANSTON, 5 

AS AMENDED, ENTITLED, “ZONING” 6 

 7 

 8 

      No.   9 

     Passed: 10 

  11 

       __________________________________  12 

       Daniel R. Wall, Council President 13 

 14 

  Approved: 15 

      __________________________________   16 

      Kenneth J. Hopkins, Mayor 17 

 18 

It is ordained by the City Council of the City of Cranston as follows: 19 

 20 

SECTION 1. Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Cranston, as amended, entitled “Zoning” (the 21 

“Zoning Ordinance”), is hereby amended as follows with deletions in red strikethrough and 22 

insertions in underlined italics:  23 

 24 

§ 17.20.040. Conformance to district regulations required. 25 

A. Subdivision of Land. 26 

1. Minor and major subdivisions of land, as defined by the city of Cranston Subdivision 27 

and Land Development Regulations, as amended, shall not be approved unless all 28 

buildable lots are in conformity with the minimum lot area and minimum lot width 29 

and frontage as per Section 17.20.120, Schedule of intensity regulations, except where 30 

subsection A.3 below applies. 31 

2. Administrative subdivisions of land, as defined by the city of Cranston Subdivision 32 

and Land Development Regulations, as amended, shall not be approved unless all 33 

buildable lots are in conformity with the minimum lot area and minimum lot width 34 

and frontage as per Section 17.20.120, Schedule of intensity regulations, unless the 35 

proposal results in the reduction of existing nonconformities and/or does not create or 36 

intensify any nonconformity. 37 

3. Where it is documented in an official plat book published by the City of Cranston that 38 

one or more nonconforming lots previously existed, a subdivision may be performed 39 

on the subject property to create the same number of lots that preceded the merger of 40 

such lots as long as each of the resultant lots is located in the B-1 or B-2 zoning 41 

districts, and contains at least 30 feet of lot width and frontage, and 3,000 square feet 42 

of lot area after excluding land unsuitable for development as defined in the Cranston 43 

Subdivision and Land Development Regulations. The subdivision is subject to all other 44 

regulations of this ordinance and the Subdivision and Land Development Regulations. 45 
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 46 

17.88.010 Substandard lots of record and lot mergers. 47 

B. Lot Mergers.  48 

1. If two or more contiguous substandard unimproved or improved and unimproved lots 49 

of record are owned by the same person or entity as of January 1, 1966, or if one of any 50 

two abutting lots under common ownership by the same person or entity as of the same 51 

date is less than required for the district, such lots shall be considered to be combined 52 

and merged to form conforming lots, unless the lots are located in the B-1 or B-2 53 

zoning districts and have a minimum lot width and frontage of 30 feet and a minimum 54 

lot area of 3000 square feet excluding lots within 500 feet of any wetlands and within 55 

AE and VE special flood hazard areas, or unless the lot meets the exemption as 56 

outlined in subsection B.3 below.  57 

2. In the event that there are multiple contiguous substandard lots of record with more 58 

than one way the lots could be merged, upon request of a zoning certificate, the zoning 59 

official shall determine which lots are merged. The determination shall be based upon 60 

factors including but not limited to the existing improvements on site, natural 61 

conditions, and/or the sum of the area and frontage of the substandard lots (those lots 62 

whose sum is closest to the minimum required in the underlying zoning district would 63 

be combined before lots with larger sums, all other conditions being equal).  64 

3. Lots having an area equal to or greater than fifty percent (50%) parcels within two 65 

hundred (200) feet of the lot need not be so combined, as confirmed by a compilation 66 

plan signed by a professional land surveyor and submitted to the Zoning Enforcement 67 

Officer for confirmation through a request for a zoning certificate. Substandard lots of 68 

record that are merged shall be considered merged for the purposes of calculation of 69 

this provision. Non-buildable lots of record and lots with zoning designations other 70 

than the subject lot shall not be included in the calculation. Side corner lots and double 71 

frontage lots may qualify for this exemption by measuring from any of its available 72 

frontages, so long as that frontage becomes the primary front for the subsequent 73 

development of the lot. The Zoning Enforcement Officer may require an applicant to 74 

submit proof of ownership, title and subdivision history of the subject lot and 75 

surrounding lots to make a proper determination. 76 

 77 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its final adoption. 78 
 79 
Positive Endorsement:    Negative Endorsement: (Attach reasons) 80 

 81 

           _________ 82 

Christopher T. Millea  Date      Christopher T. Millea  Date 83 

City Solicitor      City Solicitor 84 

 85 

 86 

Sponsored by Councilman Andujar  87 

 88 

Referred to Ordinance Committee:  June 3, 2026 89 


